Berks Legion
Non-league -
Wist Lawn 3, Bristol 2

] Higbligh!s Al Owls Field, Ben Reifsny- |

picked up the win with six inni nfei l

hit, fwo- run pitching as the Owls (1
opener. Reifsnyder's two-run doulsle in tha san
ond and Joe Blackburn's RBI single in the third
provided West Lawn's runs,
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Berks Legion |
Non-League '
1 Shillington 13, New Holla .
.+ | Hambuirg 8, Midﬁlspo?tsm ;
Ev”a;lf{:' Npmse. Bk
] ',
. Peridiomen 5, !uiuhI=rﬂ>ﬂ|'F'.‘3‘:M“w'ﬂ-plnm i
Richland 3, Schuylkil Valley 0 iy

Local

Legion non-league

' Wast Lawn & Lower South2 . | ™

' Muhlenberg 8, Southern Aread - )
W Highlights: Joe Blackburn went 3-for-3

with two doubles and Matt Miller went 2-for-3

for West Lawn. ... . Dru Darkis had an RBI dou-

ﬂela)nd Aaron Kopetsky had two hits for the A's
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West Lawn Owis

M Coach: Tony Matz Ill, 17th .
season, 464-198, o,

M Last year: 1210 league, 18- |
15; Berks playoff qualifier,

M Key returnees: P-OF Ben
Reifsnyder, 3B Zach Williams, OF
Matt Bainbridge, C Joe Blackburn,
1B Jake Shipe, SS Jim Shipe, 2BP
Rick Ziska, P-1B Mark Hampson, P-
OF Ben Walter, 38C Drew Barnett,
P Ryan Brobst, Ly

M Others to watch: 38 Kevin
Owles, IF Jensil Langumas, C Tyler
Aarons, OF Andy Emesto, OF
James Geosits, 2B Scott Hettinger,
1B-C Matt Miller, .

W Outlook: Wealth of pitching

will keep

Owls in division title hunt.

W West Lawn 4, Gregg Post 1: At Gregg Post, Matt

Miller went 3-for-4 wi

th two RBIs to lead West Lawn.

Ben Reifsnyder pitched an eight-hitter to earn the win.

Kris Fana went 2-fo

4 with one RBI for Gregg Post. - -

P R 011 000 020 — 4 8 0
gra:;;‘;nst ....... 010000000 —181 |
W: Ben Reifsnydar (1-0). L: Tyler Pennepacker
(0-1). 2B: Shipe (WS), Ernesto (WS), Lavigna

(GPY, Fana (GF).

BWest Lawn 14, Conrad Weiser
2 (7 innings); At Owls Field, the
Owls 20, 8-0) scored six runs in
the sixth to force the 12-run
mercy rule as they routed the
Scouts (1-1, 24) in a Western Di-
vision game, ]

Ben Walter (1-0) went the full
seven innings for the win, al-
lowing an earned run on six
hits and no walks, He struck out
nine, Also for West Lawn, Ricky
Ziska went 4-for-4 with four
runs, Jim Shipe went 3-for-5
with four runs and two RBIs
and Joe Blackburn went 2-for-3
with a run and three RBIs,

Chad Balisteri had a two-run
single for Conrad Weiser.

Conrad Welser.002 000 0—2 5
a0, L WE
kyr:KE?rr: ((‘;J)?.Jue Blackburm (WL), Ben Reifs-
nyder (WL, Ben Waller (WL),

-4 and Craig Lavigna went 2-for-



B West Lawn 19, Wyomissing 0:
At Wyomissing, Jensil Langu-
mas and Matt Miller each
homered as the Owls (3-0, 9-0)
remained unbeaten with the
seven—inning_ Western Division .
win over the Angels (0-2, 0-3),

. The Owls led 10-0 aftor one
Inning, West Lawn had six play-
ers with two hits and 12 players :
with at leasl_: one hit,

Yosttawn a5

oy BRI

s Lo G g Mllron 1%

EWest Lawn 8, Schuyikill Valley
2 At Leesport, the Owls scored
SiX runs in the fourth inning
with the help of four walks, two
hit batters and an error and
went on to down the Marlins (0-
3,0-5),

Schuylkill Valley (0-3 West, 0-
5) committed a total of five er-

rors and walked nine batters,
Rick Ziska worked eight in-
nings for the win and also had a
triple, and Joe Blackburn
homered for West Lawn -0
West, 1-0). Andy Gilmer had a
pair of doubles for Schuylkill

alley, .
¥ g%mi’uéﬁéi gt |
Schu )L Thomas Ashman (0-1). | |
w:amw.ggﬁ—%‘{f‘mﬁﬁmmuuu. ',
T B iy |



N umbers add up

for Owls’

Ziska,

The West Lawn second baseman continues to
impress, whether it’s on the baseball diamond, the
football field, the soccer field or the classroom.

By Darryl Grumling
Reading Eagle

Ricky Ziska has always been
a numbers guy.

The 720 he put up on the
mathematics portion of the
SAT is evidence of that.

Then, again, Ziska has to be
amath whiz to keep track of his
own uniform humbers.

No. 1 is for football, where.
he was an All-Berks kicker for
Wilson.

No. 6 is for soccer, where he
was also an All-Berks per-
former and helped the Bulldogs
reach the District 3-AAA title
game, and for baseball, where
he hit .393 and scored a team-
high 21 runs for Wilson and was
an all-division selection.

And No. 4 is for West Lawn’s
Legion team, where Ziska has
been sizzling so far this season.

Ziska, a second baseman who
hits leadoff, has been a catalyst
for the Owls (4-0 Western Divi-
sion, 10-0), who are off to one of
the best starts in the 49-year his-
tory of the franchise, -

The 5-7, 155-pounder is hit-
ting .395 with 10 runs and has
pbosted a 1-0 record on the
mound with one save and a 1.57
ERA in 11 innings,

“I need to get on base and
get things going,” Ziska said. “I
try to be a spark plug.”

“He makes you smile every
time he’s on the field,” West
Lawn coach Tony Matz III said.
“He knows his baseball. Few
kids know the game like he does.
He’s a guy you want around
when it’s time to compete.”

Ziska will compete on the
gridiron in the fall, where he
will kick for Lafayette College.
But he's not exactly slacking off
this summer.

Last Saturday, he graduated
from Wilson with a class rank of
20 out 0f 352 and a 95.7 average.

Sunday afternoon, he head-
ed to Manheim to compete in
the Tri-County All-Star Foot-
ball Classic.

Sunday night, he went 4-for-4
in West Lawn’s 142 victory over
Conrad Weiser.

Monday, he was 2-for-3 in a
19-0 rout of Wyomissing.

Tuesday, Ziska again did dou-
ble duty. He played on Berks
County’s all-star team in the
Carpenter Cup and singled in
his first appearance at Veterans
Stadium.

Later that night, he threw
eight strong innings to help the

“I guess you could say I’

Reading Eagle: Diarie Staskowski

m always busy with

something. I'm not sitting at home much at

all.,”

West Lawn second baseman Ricky Ziska

Owls beat Schuylkill Valley 8-2.

Wednesday, Ziska got a
chance to rest — if you can call
itthat— working eight hours for
the borough of Sinking Spring
and heading to Legion practice.

Thursday, he collected two
hits in the first inning, scored a
run and drove in two before the
rains came and washed out
West Lawn’s game against Muhl-
enberg, .

Friday, he headed to Lafay-
ette for orientation,

“Iguess you could say I'm al-
ways busy with something,”
Ziska said. “I'm not sitting at
home much atall.”

Off the playing field, Ziska is
rarely idle, either. He was re-
cently chosen as Berks County’s

top business student in the
Reading Eagle Company's
Berks’ Best scholarship project.

Ifthatisn’t enough, he also de-

livers the newspaper part-time.
- And lately, the little guy who
stood just4-10 as a freshman,
has delivered in a big way for
the Owls.

“He’s a great guy to have in
the leadoff hole,” Matz said.
“He can hit with any count,
take pitches or hit the first
pitch if he has to. And, defen-
sively, he picks up the ball as
well as any second baseman
I've had. He does any number
of things forus,” -

Too numerous to count.

B Contact Darryl Grumling at 610-371-
5072 or dgrumling@readingeagle.com.




W West Lawn 5, Reading 0: At
Owls Field, Ricky Ziska went 2- £ ue
for-4, stole three bases and = Rec leagues
scored three runs to lead the /:Berks Legion . .-

Ows to a Western Division vie- - pon ool R HE
tory over the White Sox. ! West Lo 00 ooo o33

] 4 - 10
Matt Miller went 2-for-4 with | - W:Ben Refsnyder 20) 1 Gefoy o)
an RBI and Joe Blackburn was | g'maaﬁ'f" Langumas (1) 28; ’“.’:ﬂﬁagm
‘2-for-3 for the Owls. [t eSS

M West Lawn 11, Fleetwood 1:
At Fleetwood, Joe Blackburn
hit a three-run homer in a five-
run fifth inning to help the
Owls (6-0 Western Division, 12- -
0) down the Tigers (3-3 Eastern
Division, 3-4) in an interdivi- l
sion game for their second win

%

oftheday. =~ . . '

Ryan Brobst allowed only a
first-inning run in seven in- 5
ningsto earnthe win, - k 'g:%m 200 050 3001 1

Blackburn went 2-for-4 with . W Rysn gt 5.5 100000 000—1 103
four RBIs, Ben Reifsnyder ' 2% :EBM%?%@?&%Q

went 3-for-5 with two RBIs and ' Bucumgyt, 2" B0t ). ;g

Andrew Ernesto went 2-for-3 | .
for the Owls. For Fleetwood, |

Matt Cicale went 3-for-4 and ;

Josh Santos went 2-for4.

B West Lawn 19, Kutztown 7.

gltacti‘:‘gmmunity Park, Joe
urn went 4-f, i

three doubles an S

dahome ry
I n
and drove in five runs, and

James Geosits went 3-for.3

seven innings.

~ Winning pitcher Ricky Ziska
was 2-for-3 with a double.

Dave Yoder was 3-for4 with

a home runs and two RBIs for

Kutztown, and Adam Fleisher

and Joe Rice each had two hits

and drove in two runs. =
West Lawn.......221 - 545 0—1917
e L,
QW) e o WMatt Miler (WL, Joes
g Gmgmmm Fleisher (). 38: Geosits (WL)

en=m

Michael ‘ Jensil -
Ziemak - -~ -Langumas
Boyertown . West Lawn

Berks Legion all-stars . |
. The 26 players selected to advance to - ‘l
the Berks-Schuylkill-Bux/Mont alkstar game
and workout Thursday at Coplay at 4 p.m.

Outfielders: Matt Rowley, Exeter; Eric
Miksitz, Oley; Nik Beitler, Kutztown; James
Geosits, West Lawn; Andrew Kopicz,
Schuylkill Valley; Andy Emesto, West Lawn; -
Chad Mackey, Boyertown; Marc Schroed-
er, Hamburg; Matt Levan, Wyomissing.

Catchers: Abe Yeakel, Kutztown;

Adam Ruffner, Birdsboro.

First basemen: Rick Stewart, Muhlen-
berg; Brian Emerich, Topton. . : - -

Second basemen; Jensil Langumas, ..
West Lawn; Mike Ziemak, Boyertown; Kyle |
Wenrich, Reading. |

Shortstops: Aaron Warchal, Exeter; Ed- «
win Tavarez, Gregg Post. - { i

., Third basemen: .Jon Moyer, Oley;
Ryan Arcadia, Boyertown; Jose Rosa, -« |
Reading; Andy Gilmer, Schuylkill Valley. \
Pitchers: Brad Baker, Schuylkill Valley; |
Kyle Breidenstine, Hamburg; Kurt Houck,” |
Boyertown; Kevin Morganti, Muhlenberg. |
Myl beh gkite :

ol M
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West Lawn remains undefeated

R

. | S R ‘
Ty S0 Fromour news staff - | Eroter ...0..0 o 1000000 — 7 7
250 Fromeg i o| WestLawn . ' £ 340011000 — 9192
: hAn = esto s t 9. fO 14 with a 2).'_.!5':_5: m}ﬁ?ﬂn MIlsr(E»O}.L:DanWpﬂnntD-
double, three runs scored and an | (L), as:ﬁwm:'ﬂ(‘ﬁ)iwm |

RBI, and Ben Reifsnyder went 2fors - - e
with a triple, two runs scored and two |
RBIs to lead unbeaten West Lawn to a !
9-2 Berks Legion interdivision win
,over Exeter Monday at Owls Field. N \
... Reifsnyder and Ernesto each sin- |
Berks .. Bled and scored in a three- |
; . run first inning. In the sec- |
‘Legion  ong, Reifsnyder had a
ot i tWo-run triple " “and |
Ernesto a run-scoring double as the |
Owls (8-0 West, 14-0) scored four '
‘more times for a 7-1 lead. Benjamin
Walter went seven innings, giving up
Six hits and one run, for the win, |
., Matt Daniels and Dillon Eppen- '
stein each had two hits for Exeter (2|
5 East, 109, Albrirk s

W West Lawn 15, Oley 10: At
Owls Field, West Lawn built a
12-0 lead through six innings,
then held on for the interdivi-
sion win after the Lynx scored

~eight runs in the sevent}hlin- ww[é'ﬁ&.'ﬁ.’ffm 07 0x— 1517 |
ning. : 25 B el . S 1 W 02
- The Owls (9-0 West, 15-0) || g WL, Enc ikt ('Ega&gﬂamgﬂa*:
scored two runs in the first in- | (0) HR Joe Blackburn (wi). " ol
ning on an inside-the-park
home run by Joe Blackburn
and got seven more runs in the
sixth, including a two-run sin-
gle by Blackburn,
- Kevin Lundquist had an RBI
triple and RBI single and John
Pisker had a two-run single in
the eight-run rally by the Lynx ‘
(3-4 East, 5-5), who also scored
two runs in the top of the ninth .
after West Lawn had extended
the lead back to seven runs
with a three-run eighth.

Ricky Ziska went 3-for4 and
drove in four runs and Drew
Bennett was 3-for4 with a triple
for West Lawn. Blackburn, Ben
Reifsnyder, Matt Miler and
Matt Bainbridge each had two

hits for the Owls,

Lundquist and zZ
ach
each went 3.5 for Ole'y%g ::i1

and Jon

RHE
000 000 802 10 14

o
2

Fidler, Eric Miksj
A sit.
over each had two lfits.



M Owls hooting: West Lawn, at
90 in the Western Division and '
* 15-0 overall heading into Thurs-

‘day’s action, is off to one of the
best starts in its 49-year history.

Lefty Ben Reifsnyder (3-0

league) and righties Ryan Brob-
st (2-0), Ben’ Walter (2 0) and

Fifteen in Region 2 final

Standings

Thursday's games not included
EASTERN DIVISION : '
Boyertown - 0.0 100 —
Shillington I J U B 177
Flegtwood .. 1's * 6 4 | &0 4
Oley . er; 474 500 5
Bxeter |, 3,08 3955 8

* Birdsharo,,. 206 .2 7

" Kutziown 2B am 7
Topton 16 4 1a
WESTERNDIVISION = 7'+l i ]
“WestLawn (1 R g 0 L0000 —
Muhlenberg [ TR SRR ) SR |

. Gregg Post -+, WL LT - T 7
Hamburg 1, ) o112 8,3 L B2
Reading . s ol B OB 8
SchuylkillValley * " 37 300" ez

" Conrad Weiser 5“1 4 a0 R

' Wyomissing R A |

B

n/2

'Rick Z:ska @20 have all pitched

~infor ¢ a staff that has allowed
two runs or fewer in all but
three games, -

Penn State-bound catcher
Joe Blackburn homered four

times in a six-game stretch for

the Owls, who have a couple of

showdowns looming next week “

with undefeated Boyertown

(Tuesday) and defending Berks

-'champ Shillington (Thursday),
both at Owls Field.

West Lawn went “16-0 in
league play in 1961, when the

i Owls defeated Shillington 1-0 =
, forthe league championship. -

\ From our news staff
_ Fifteen Berks Legion League
players advanced from Thurs-
day’s Berks/Schuylkill/Bux-
Mont all-star game and workout
atCoplay. P
Playem who moved on to Sat-

Berks at George Field are:

Topton’s Brian Emerich; Muh-
lenberg’s Kevin Morganti; and
Reading’s Jose Rosa. .
Saturday’s all-star game and
workout begins at approxi-
mately 12:45 p.m., with players
requested toreportat 11:30 a.m.

.urday’s Region2final |

n .<Boyertown’s. Ryan -
b Arcadia, Chad Mack-
ey, Miké Ziemak and Kurt '

Houck; {West Lawn’s James
- Geosits, AndyEmesto and Jen-

sil Langumas; Oley Valley's Eric -

Miksitz and Jon Moyer; Kutz-

town’s Abe Yeakel and Nik

Beitler; Exeter’s Matt Rowley;
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West Lawn rema.ms unbeaten

The Owls, behind Ryan ‘rﬁ“‘oh’”’“a o0 “‘”:H?‘EEI
Brobst and Zach Williams, s
need only seven innings to bun QWL *
take care of Topton,

F‘rmnoumewsmﬁ‘

Ryan Brobst threw six shutout in- |
nings and Zach Williams went 4-for4
with three RBIs as West Lawn re- |3
mained unbeaten with a 13-0 Berks
Legion League interdivision victory Ryan Brobst
over Topton Saturday at Owls Fleld West Lawn

. 'The game, which was :
Beﬂ‘s ‘moved from Topton to
Legion ‘Owls Field due to field |

' “conditions, was halted by '
the 12-run rule after seven innings.

Joe Blackburn had an RBI trlple
Matt Miller (3-for-4) had an RBI dou-
ble and Williams had an RBI single
in a three-run first. Andy Emesto, ;

Miller and Williams all had RBI sin- .
glesin a four-run second that made it

70.

Brobst (3-0) struck out five and al- B West Lawn 22, Hamburg 5
lowed four  hits ‘and Blackburn (7): At Hamburg Commumty
scored four runs for the Owls (10-0 Park, the Owls (11-0, 17-0)
‘Western Division, 16-0 overall). scored 10 runs in a fourth in-

. Jon Gentile-Bales was 2-for-4 for ning highlighted by Joe Black-
the Rams (1-7 East, 1-7). burn’s two-run-double to beat

the Reds 27,47 ina Westem
Division game.
The game was called after
| “seven innings due to the mercy
rule.
Blackburn went 3-fon3 with

four RBIs and Drew Barnett
added three hits and three
RBISs for West Lawn. '

Joel Shappell went 2-for-3
with two RBISs for Ha.mbmg

West Lawn . 510
s i) Mgtg‘wkz : (lonz; 22131
P T ck Zisl (30}Lioshicncmn 28:
i 4 . Joe B
10, M S iltiams L SRRSO oy oats 0,

......

B

Lawn

| | w

1d, Zac an
AtOwls FIeiC, o run and
went 4—3";’5‘3 B with Kburn wgnt 3;
- ith three runs ane f o
for-3 W e Owls over

D‘NlBlO‘IJ
Astorthe Ve S"%’L 180) scor&d
ur in BAR

s fo
SIKth an%{metlbeﬂ- RH E \]

AT Josh Shade (0-1}
z:‘?} B'g:m Hmﬁ?} QWL )Msﬂ Millar (WL), Yoe |
An-
: adrmm oA w'.ummnsmﬂﬂ'
%‘mw Emasto (WL):
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Rec

Berks Legion - |
EASTERNDIVISION W L Pct. GB
1201000 —
Shillinglon 219 v
Flegtwood -, 9 .4 592 3/
Kutztown 6 650 6
Oley 6 6 50 6
Exaler § 5 50 6
Birdsborg L3 7 30 .8
Toplon 1 9°100 10"
WESTERN DIVISIONI W L Pt GB
mmw-- Rk

A 2
- Bregg Post - § 51500 (52
Haml rg. (A7, 7
Reading -+ R L300 s
Schuylkill \Falla_\r 319 .25 . 81/,
Conrad Waiser 17 f125 8z
-Wyomissing . Ifa 18
BD"{ERTDWN A WESTMWN .

b'r'h b, brhb ¢
Matherlldﬂlﬂl. 54131
‘Arcatiadb 41 1 0 Reil mdrpz 100
Hessler36 1 0 0 OShipalb. 1.0 0.0
Lighan 1070 0 bacod 3.0 2,0

p j
Kernp 10,00 0Millerlb, 3 00.1
Emstef 43 3 1Aaronsrf 1.0.0 0
Ungerp 33 3 Z'MHIMISSMG 0.0
Cotelleserf 5 4 4 6 Barnett2b4 0 0 0
Kalejtass -4 2 2 2 Geositsef 31 - ol-+f)
Dierlifc 4 0 2 2Bnbidgall2 0 0 0
Eddingerc 1 0 0.0
Tiemal h 4000
"Tolals 39152014 ° 303

_t

37
Boyertown ....,.005 « 125 02--15 20
West Lawn.......100 000 20— 3 7 2
E: Bfackhum2 Kalejta. DP: Boyertown, West
Lawn. LOB: Boyertown 6, West Lawn 7, 28: )
*Ernst, Tsakonas, Dierolf, Geasits, 38: Cotellese
3, Larm.rmes. Emst. Biackbum HR: Calellese.
Tsakonas,

SS. nger. SF: Ui
w’u n ER BB SO

. Boyertown
. UngerW, 2.0 6§ 41 1 %5
| Karn

23210 2
West Lawn

| Reifsnyder L, 3-1 53 14 11 10 4 1-
Geasits )]

4
Eddlr@ﬁ

.. .
ue s
m{fﬁn n.m"'”““’“i i ’\

/1 (] 1
HBP: by Ungs(lﬂinckhum) PB: Blackburn |




Berks Legion

Standings ;
' Through games of June 26 .
-E.ﬂrsuTE ﬁmmuﬂ S e {
rtown ...5s.0. 004 0 1000 -1—;
Shillingtont .. ....oo.. 04 1 938 5:
Flegtwood ... 5 143
Exeler .... 6500 7
Hutztown .. 1 o o7
Olay ..ouvens I
BUGSHO . ere 8 T 1T 8
Toplon ...ooosrees 2 10 16711
WESTERN DIVISION -+ fe 4
WestLaWn y s cpivees 2,88 5 e il
GreggPost..oin . [ .im :
Muhlenberg ...00s - 4
Hamburg o..v.eveend 7. A7 B
Schuylltﬁwaﬂe]' cend 90308 ?If’
NG «ouverarees g % A 2
iser...... : ; 3
mﬁﬂfeng LA™ I0 1 e
[ TWESTLAWN
SHILJ..I_INII;'I’:‘.;,Nt B ng?}l&b&
of 4 2 2 | Lngmasss
g?aﬂu:lmé 4 2 2 2Reilsndrlf3 0 0 0
Zeiglr2b 5 1.2 1 Emestocf 3.0 0 0
“Konnick20'0 0 0 0 Blackbme3 0 1 0
Savager!.3.3' 21 Miller1b,13:°0 0 0
Cltagrone if0 0 0, 0 Hampsan 00 D._
“Lutz3b 74’2 2’ 2 Bnbrdgerf 0 0 0 0
HMoestel3b 0000 Wiliams 3b2. 0 -0 g T
Gerberp 4 2 2 1Bamett2bl 0.0 5
Maierp *'1 0 0 0Geositsif 100 S
Heckler1b 3 22 .2 Brobstp 2.0 0
Pickss 4 12 1JaShips1610 0 0
‘Dakibrgrss1 0.0 0 . -
--M!I_1er}l E?I{l} %;%:.: LA AT A ]
e S TR 1'0

Is ‘38 g0
'Rtlalillngtun......ml 029 (000—16 18 1
West Lawn.......000 000 000—0 12

E: Konnlck; Barnett, Reifnsyder. DP: Shilling-
ton 1, West Lawn 1. LOB: Shillington 8, West
Lawn 9. 28: Gerber, Bertoldi, Savage, Lutz, Zei-
gler. 38: Bertoldi, Ieigier.“SB: ‘liawinﬁas

. 1P BB SO
Shillington ol
41 1%591°0:05.9
merr ~2,0 000 2
La .
muﬂl 501413 11030
Hampson 1 3.3 2.1
Geosits 1

5 o o drt
faced six batters In the s 3P
Bmmud): Gerber (Langumas, Ra:fsn;-l
der, Barnett), by Hampson (Caitagirong). WP
Brobst 2. PB: Graual.
T: 2:23, A 300,

2005 state Legion tourney

to be played

From ournews staff

'The West Lawn Owls have

at Owls Field -

Vaughan. .‘j‘T'hi's is a great

chance to showease our field
been flying high this Berks Le- ‘ap

gion season, which they opened

with 18 straight victories before

their firstloss, - "

' The Owls also have plenty to
hoot about as far as the future,
West Lawn has been award-
ed the opportunity to host the
2005 Pennsylvania American
Legion State Baseball Tourna-
ment, - s
It will mark the second time
the state tournament will be
held at Owls Field, the site of
the 1998 state tourney, '
' “We’re very proud of all the
work our volunteers do,” said
Owls Sports Club president Jay

and organization to people sl
around the state. e ik
“We're definitely looking for- -
“ward to it, and having a chance o
to be a good representative of
« the Berks County League.” ;
West Lawn won the 1962 state
tournament gt Coplay and also
qualified for the state tourney
in 1992 (at Boyertown) and 1999
(at St. Mary’s) in addition to be-
- ing the tourney hostin 1998,
Also, the 2004 Berks Legion
.League Tournament and 2004
Junior Legion Eastern Region-
al Tournament both will be
played at Owls Field.: ., .

M Holiday happenings: Boyer-
town will travel to Binghamton,

N.Y, July 1-6 for the prestigious *

World Youth Classic. The Bears
have games with Binghamton .
July 2; China and Guyanabo,’
PR., July 2; Severna Park, Md.,
July 3; and Adrian, N.Y, July 4.
Quarterfinals are set for July 5,
with the semifinal and champi-
onship taking place July 6.

West Lawn will be spending

the July 4 holiday in Pittsburgh.

The Owls will take in the July 3

game between the Pirates and

"Reds at PNC Park before play-
ing two non-league games Fri-
day, two more Saturday and
one Sunday at Plum. - " i

Muhlenberg will take part in

the four-team Dallastown Holi-
day Tournament July 5-6.

® Contact Darryl Grumling at 610-371-
5072 or dgrumiing@readingeagle.com.



W West Lawn 19, Wyomissing 2 |
(7): At Owls Field, the Owls (13- |
2, 20-2) scored 13 runs in the
first two innings in blowing out
the Angels (2-11, 2-11) in a West-
ern Division game stopped af-
ter seven due to the mercy rule,

Jensig Langumas led the hit
parade, going 5-for-5 with five
RBIs, two runs and two dou-
bles. .z st 1 3 iy iR ¢
w';ofn;ﬁmg,....nm 010 0_15 1§ f, e
i “}3’%“1’“;.#32&3&
S Mot QUL
Matt Miller (WL, ;311 ¢ 112 LI

” ‘MWest Lawn 7, Readlng 2UALESiy T Iﬂﬁ L 200—7110 .
George Field, Zach Williams hit N o700 o 1W0—2131, |
atwo-run single and Jake Shipe YGRS Tko Sipa G0 ope
followed with an RBI double in Montaivo (R). HR: Pepe Momalco (R). _ , _
a four-run fourth inning as the
Owls (14-3, 21-3) clinched a play-
off berth with a win over the .
White Sox (4-10, 4-10) in a West-  scored for Birdshoro. .
ern Division game. . | Ben Reifsnyder went 2-for4

Shipe and Rick Ziska were and scored West Lawn’s only
each 2-for-3 and Joe Blackburn yryn on a double by Joe Black-
2-for-4 with a double and two burn in the fifth inning. :
runs scored for WestLawn. " .0 T gy

 For Reading, Pepe Montalvo | giissors- i1 oy 93 100

was 4-for-5 with a home run and W Jacoh Moss (1.0} L: Ben Reifsnyder (3.2),

‘ 3 2B: Ben Reifsnyder (WL
double, . o 'JoequndeﬁI:hwz{é). %Iéaggﬁa%"%ﬁ

. MBirdsboro 2, West Lawn 1: At * Leneh (8).35: Tim Brewer 8)
Optimist Field, Jake Moss

pitched a five-hitter through six

innings as the Orioles (6-10

East, 8-11) defeated the Owls

(13-3 West, 20-3) in an interdivi-

siorplgame.

* Tim Brewer went 2-for-2, in-

cluding a double and a triple,

with one RBI and one run

" .
due to the merey rule, v 4 with two 1 "
Brobst w{alied two and gfon;;t%-{:w; ihtaki)
5 itfuck ft‘::tut fé‘\:e toimprove to4-1. ', Iy = e
e == so for We iKYy | West g 000 g L
W West Lawn 13, Hamburg 0' Ziska went 4-51'5}:-‘:‘? $g§h I;I:l:;?l’ | w?;: mlﬁ""'% 0 = t 54
(7): At Owls Field, Ryan Brobst and an RBI, Zach' Williams | A Emetogi) s b\ B,
fired a three-hitter as the Owls went 3-for-5 ;vith three RETS K R e et
(15-3, 22-3) cruised past the 'two doubles and two run:'
R_egls (98-8, 11-8) in a Western Di- ' Drew Barnett went 2-for-2 with’
vision game called after seven two runs and Andy Ernesto '

f
I



NON-LEAGUE S
Plum 8, West Lawn 7 A
West Lawn 8, Lower Burrefl4

 Shillington 13, Hamilton Township (N1 7

- @ Highlights: At Plum, Drew Barnett wenl

3-for-3 wilh two runs, Andy Ernesto was 3-for-4

with a double and one run and Jog Blackburn

was 2-for-4 with a double, lriiﬂa, {wo runs and

four RBIs for t'I:‘n I:Iw;s In the m;ne In thl:
arc Hampson |

;cn::.d Jg:nl:.l:a' Geosits went 3-for-4 with 2 triple

and two runs and Ernesto was 3-for-4 with ana
tun for West Lawn (23-4). ... At Shillinglon
Zach Lutz was 4-for-4 with two home runs and
Steve Savage was 3-for-4 with threa home runs °
and six RBIs for the Red Sox (21-1).

Bsinit i
"NON-TEAGUE 7
West Lawn 7, Penn Hills 2 I
Uniontown 8, WestLawn7. -, :

West Lawn clinches Western crown

A five-run fourth inning puts away Gregg Post as the Owls
win their first division title in three years. .=
* From our news staff ERE
Ben Reifsnyder threw a complete
game and Drew Barnett delivered a ”
two-run single in a decisive five-run -
fourth as West Lawn clinched the
Berks Legion League’s Western Di-
vision crown by defeating Gregg
Post 12-1 Monday night at Owls : ;
Field. : o M GesgPost..00l 00 00—1 123
It was the fifth Western Division Drew Bam L Bemi'fs'?fégr (‘1?21)1: L’Dﬁ?@hlét (12331
title since 1996 and first since 2000 ° W?st i e g ol Langmes (V1.
for the Owls (16-3 West, 25-5 overall). B
West Lawn built upon a 2-1 lead |
Berks in the fourth, when James |
Legion Geosits had an RBI single
and later scored on a
passed ball and Reifsny-
der scored Barnett with a sacrifice
fy, . ‘

. Reifsnyder (4-2), a lefty, scattered
12 hits, struck out six and walked '
three.

' Leadoff ‘man ‘Rick Ziska :and
Geosits each had two hits and two
runs and Barnett and Matt Bain: !
‘bridge each had two'hits and two
"RBIs for the Owls, =7 ojnies

RHE

W West Lawn 15, Conrad Weiser

Matt Whiteley and Craig Lavigna
each went 2-for4 for the Keys (12-7, -

12-7), whose lone run came in the
third on Tyler Pennepacker’s sacri-
ficefly. i . :

0 (7): At Robesonia, Rick Ziska
struck out five and walked one
as he went the distance for the
Owls (17-3, 26-5) en route toa
Western Division win over the
Scouts (3-17,4-18), -

The game was called after
seven innings because of the
mercy rule. The Owls scored 10
runs in the first three innings, "

e T ——

R HE
West Lawn,,.....343 230 0—
CD‘I"I;E; b:eiisekra..ﬂf% 000 g—és ? é
W Rick Zsika (4-0). L: Da : :
Primor M)‘J n Morris (0-4), 28:



i.éélon non-leagqe
spring Gt 1 e
h}fgﬁgh\%#ng Z\w. garsa \:;m i
“%:gd ¥ seuen-innins.aco wp hi?c;glhmtu\aad
%ﬁé\ﬂﬂ#&%ﬁ Milles drove in {wo uns

W West Lawn 16, Schuykill Val-
ley 2: /At Owls Field, James
Geosits went 3-for-4 with a dou-,
ble and two RBIs and Rick.
Ziska went 3-for-5 with two
runs scored to lead the Owls
(18-3, 28-5) past the Marlins (6-
15, 5-18) in a Western Division
game called after seven in-
nings due to the 12-run rule.

The Owls scored five runsin
the first inning and seven in
the second to take a 12-0 lead.

Sch. Valley 000 200 0 — ; ?;

WestLawn 570 310 x—1513 1
:JJ: Ryan Brobst (5-1). L: Andy Kopicz (1-2). .
28: James Geosits (WL), Andy Ernesto (WL).

Non-league
Downi n 11, West Lawn 0. /
m mms: The Owls (28-6) managed c»];:!!ll
five hits and were blanked by Downinglown, whi
collected 14 hits off three West Lawn pitchers.
i Jansil Langunas led the Owls with two hits. Brian
| Riggins led Downingtown ith & homer and three
RBis, 1 '



AS Surprise West Lawn,

Muhlenberg ties Fleetwood and Kutztown for the
final berth, forcing two extra playoft‘ games. %

/

" From ournewsstaff I

" Reliever Ryan Figard es-
caped a bases-loaded situation
in the ninth inning as Muhlen-
berg held on for a 52 Berks Le-
gion League Western Division
victory over West Lawn Satur-
day night at Gochnauer Field
that created a three-way tie for
the final playoff spot,”

The A’s (10-12 Westem Dwi-'
sion, 12-15 overall) ‘wound up ty-'
ing Eastern Division' teams
Fleetwood (10- 12, 10-13) and
Kutztown (10-12, 10-13) for the |
eighth position, foncmg two play- |

RHE"
WutLawn -..000 000 002—2 102
Muhienherg 100 011 02x—5 12 ¢
W: Rick Stsmrt {2-4). L:Ben Reifsnyder (4-
3) S: Ryan Figard (1), 28: Matt Bainbridge
{WL), Matt Hm:ho(M) 3B: Dru Darkis .-;MJ

oﬂ‘games for the final berth. ot
' Muhlenberg will play Fleet- Eﬁ’é‘aﬁ.%s‘.’ﬁ“’“
wood tonight at 7 at Shillington, || * m&m--_ eoid2
the winner facing Kutztown — || Yt .00
which drew’ a bye on tiebreak- iﬁm -
ing criteria - Monday, site and ,2aum ,1
time to be determmed for the 0*;{ o
elghth seed. " wssrzﬁh'biﬁiél'o'fa """
The league’s elght-team dou- &t
ble-elimination postseason | iamurg.. .. 0.
tournament begins Thursday at &';'gﬂ;"m ot
the sites of the higher seeds. I Schuytkin Valiey -
~'The A’s got an RBI single in | Womssng -...........
the first inning from Rick Stew- x:clinched division tie.
art, an RBI single in the fifth | Ylcedpiapltbers
from Adam Reckley, an RBI | ... B
single in the sixth from Matt
Hracho and a two-run triple
from Dru Darkis in the elghth
to build a 5-0 lead. I
‘Stewart took a s1x-h1t shutout
into the ninth before the Owls
(184,28-7) got a two-out, two-run
RBI single from Rick Ziska and
loaded the bases. But Hracho
struck out Andy Ernesto to end
it.
Hracho went 3-for4 for Muh-
lenberg. Matt Miller was 2-for<4
for West Lawn, which will be
the third seed and will open
+ against sixth seed Hamburg. -~
Leglon non-league

West Lawn 2, Quarryville 1

15, Frederick, Md,, 14 (Sunday)
Rockland, N Y 8, Bojrarluwnd(Su

. u.u ngm; r{:ka
Tuns Ithum and Andy E mto
each had RBt singles for West Lawn c29y ﬁ}mMnre

allowed five hits over five inni

win, and Jansil il Langumas escaped ngegsﬂ!o;rtge

third jam :nhtvlée ninth foFr the save. . . . Matt
n 5

Wmm U sngslnthabor!omafthe

Baars
Ick. Ooteliesu aisuhadabwmwrmmr




Berks Legion playoff tournament

What: Berks Legion League playoff tournament.

When: Today through Monday — or, if needed, Tuesday.

Where: Today and Friday, at home fields of higher seeds; Saturday
through Monday (or Tuesday), at Bear Stadium, Boyertown.

Format: Eight teams, double-glimination.

Who's competing: Boyertown, Shillington, West Lawn, Gregg Post, Ex-
eter, Hamburg, Birdsboro and Fleetwood.

At stake: Winner advances to Pennsylvania Region 2 Tournament at

Pottsville. -

Today’s first-round matchups: Boyertown vs. Fleetwood, Bear Stadium,
Boyertown, 7; Shillington vs, Birdsboro, Rulon Griffith Field, Shillington,
7; West Lawn vs. Hamburg, Ows Field, West Lawn, 7:05; Exeter vs.
Gregg Post, George Field, Reading, 7. | i

Last year: Shillington beat Boyertown 87 in 12 innings in title game.

The teams

Boyertown Bears (35-3)

@ Coach: Rick Moatz, 16th season,
728195, - - . 2l

Il Top hitters: RF Matt Cotellese
(462, 7 HRs, 44 RBIs), CF Brian Ernst
(.484, 4 HRs, 33 RBIs), 3B Ryan Arca-
dia (.481, 37 RBIs), LF Chad Mackey
(.357). '

1 Top pitchers: RHPs Kurt Houck
(5-0), Brad Unger (4-1), Chad Lightcap
(7-1) and Gary Hessler (7-1).

B Playoff history: Record 38th
straight Berks playoff appearance. . . .
i Have won 25 league titles, including 19
in last 28 years. . . . Last won title in
2000, beating Shillington 7-2.

M Notable: Won Eastern Division with
220 record, team's first unbeaten league
season since 1982, Fifteen of wins were
by double-digit runs, . , Losses were to
Severna Park, Md. (6-4); Guaynabo, P.R.
(6-2); and Rockland, N.Y. (3-4).

Shillington Red Sox {24-5)

B Coach: Steve Murray, third sea-
son, 80-24.

M Top hitters: RF Steve Savage
(.481 league, 6 HRs, 36 runs, 45 RBls),
2B Jason Zeigler (.420, 40 runs, 25
RBIs), 3B Zach Lutz (.471, 5 HRs, 41
RBIs), CF Aaron Bertoldi {353, 27 runs}.

Wl Top pitchers: RHPs Ryan Gerber
{4-1 league, one save, 1.35; 69 Ks in
40 IP), Zach Lutz (51, 0.20) and Jason
Zeigler (50, 2.23).

. W Playoff history: Defending Berks
champs; beat Boyertown 87 in 12 in-
nings in title game last year. . .. Have
reached final in seven of last 10 years. .
. . 13th straight tourney appearance. . .
. Have won five league titles.

B Notable; Finished second in East-
ern Division at 19-3, . . . Two of three
league losses came against Boyertown
(4-1 and 64 in 10 innings). . .. 4-4
J since 21-1 start, including 96 loss to
Birdsboro.

West Lawn Owls (29-8)

@ Coach: Tony Matz lll, 17th sea
son, 493-202,

B Top hitters: C Joe Blackburn
{.519, 4 HRs, 43 runs, 48 RBls), 18
Matt Miller (.402, 33 RBIs), CF Andy
Ernesto (374, 43 runs, 16 SB), 28
Rick Ziska (.371), IF Drew Barnett
(.367). .

M Top pitchers: LHPs Ben Reifsny-
der (6-3, 4.10) and Marc Hampson (4-0,
3.24); RHPs Ryan Brobst (9-1, 3.03)

. and Rick Ziska (4-0, 4.11).

W Playoff history: Second straight
appearance. . .. Have reached final six
times since league went to double-elimi-
nation tourney in 1989. . . Won Berks ti
tles in 1960, 1961, 1962, 1991 and
1999, ) ,

M Notable: Won Western Division at
184. ... Started 180, but are 118
since.

Gregg Post Keys {14-8)

W Coach: Charlie Flannery; 21st sea-
son, 237-267.

M Top hitters: OF Kris Fana (.423,
20 RBIs), OF Chris Bigos (.394), 1B
Craig Lavigna (.352), 1B-C Tyler Pen-
nepacker {.329, 2 HRs, 20 RBIs, 15
runs),

M Top pitchers: RHPs Tyler Pen-
nepacker (6-2, 2.76; 71 Ks in 62 IP), Art

. Gehret (2-3) and Edwin Tavarez (30,

1.55).

B Playoff history: Third straight
Berks appearance. . . . Seeking first
playoff win since 1989, streak of 11
games . . . Have won record 27 Berks
tittes, last coming in 1973. . . . Last
reached final in 1975, losing 3-2 to
Boyertown in final of best-of-three se-
ties.

B Notable: Finished second in West:
ern Division at 14-8. . . . 8-2 since 66
start.

Matt

iach
Cotellese Lutz
Boyertown Shillington

b, T
:

Aaron

Marc

Warchal Schroeder
Exeter Hamburg
Exeter Blue Jays (25-14)

@ Coach: Phil Raccuglia, second
season, 54-26.

M Top hitters: SS Aaron Warchal
(451, 44 runs, 39 RBIs), OF Matt Row-
ley (.418, 42 runs, 27 SB), OF Tommy
Rivas (.391, 4 HRs, 34 RB!s}, 1B Matt
Daniels (.361, 4 HRs), IF Dillon:Eppen-
stein (.358).

B Top pitchers: RHPs Phil Rummel
{6-3, 3.62), Tommy Rivas (4-2, 3.66)
and Bill Hartranft (5-2).

W Playoff history: 10th straight
league playoff appearance. . .. Have

- never won Berks title or reached final;

but are 88 in tourney play in last four
years.

B Notable: Finished third in Eastemn
Division at 14-8, . . , 25 wins are sec-
ond-most in team history, to last year's
29.

Hamburg Reds (14-10)

M Coach: Jeff Seidel, ninth season,
135-108.

® Top hitters: CF Marc Schroeder
(419, 22 runs), 1B Josh Krick {.368);
SS Kyle Breidenstine (.313, 15 RBIs).

W Top pitchers: RHPs Kyle Breiden-
stine (3-2), Jordan Boyer (4-1) and Travis
Fritz (4-0).

W Playoff history: Fifth tourney ap-
pearance in-eight years, first since
2000. . . . Won Berks titles in 1963 and
1993. .. . Have lost six straight playoff
games.

B Notable: Finished third in Western
Division at 12-10. . . . Went 10-3in
league play after 2.7 start.

Blackburn
West Lawn

Bigos
Gregg Post

Ty Matt‘ -

Brewer . Keller
Birdsboro Fleetwood

Birdshoro Orioles (14-12)

B Coach: Jeff Pinder, first season,
1412, )

i Top hitters: 1B Ty Brewer (.463,
10 doubles, 2 HRs, 24 runs, 23 RBIs),
2B Kevin Lengyel (.442), SS Eric Ever-
hart (.386, 23 runs), OF Jake Moss
(.361), C Adam Ruffner (.360), 3B Jay
Richter (.347).

M Top pitchers: RHPs Drew Noeck-
er (5-2), Eric Everhart (3-3, one save)
and Joe! Wunderlich (2-3, two saves),

@ Playoff history: Eighth straight
playoff appearance. , . . Won playoff titles
in 1997 and 2001; reached final in 1991,

i Notable: Went 12-10 in East to
earn wild-card berth. . . . Came on
strong late, winning final six league
games. . . . Opened league season 1-6
before winning 11-0f-15.

Fleetwood Tigers (12-13)

M Coach: Jason Kbehler, first sea-
son, 12-13.

M Top hitters: SS Matt Keller (.410),
IF Seth Heffner (.400), OF Joe Cardell
(.370, 18 RBIs), OF Glen Ottinger (21
runs), 1B Matt Gardner (18 RBls).

M Top pitchers: RHPs Matt Gardner
(5-3), Matt Keller (3-1) and Ryan Kem-
merer (2-4).

| Playoff history: First Berks play-
off appearance in franchise's 10-year
history.

W Notable: Went 10-12 in Eastern
Division to finish in three-way tie for final
playoff berth; beat Muhlenberg 12-1 and
Kutztown 8-3 to qualify. . . . Started
league play 94, then lost seven straight
before winning 3-0f4.

— Compiled by Darryl Grumling



BERKS LEGION PLAYOFFS

Boyertown 13, Fleetwood 1 | Shillington 14, Birdshoro 1
West Lawn 12, Hamburg 4 | Exeter 10, Gregg Post 0

i

; . : [ : 5 i VT 7 ‘Reading Eagle: Diane Staskowski
West Lawn's Ryan Brobst pitches tt!urlng ths Owls’ win over Hambul;g; For detalils, see Page D3. :
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Savage, Red Sox

slam West Lawn .

Steve Savage comes up mth
three hits and four RBIs in"
Shillington’s lopsided wm
overWest Lawn a0 2

ByDamrlemling
AT Reading Eagle'

The thunderstorm that npped
through Shillington’ s Rulon Griffith
Field Friday night was pretty savage.

Then again, so was the effort from
the Red Sox’s lineup — led by Steve
Savage.

Savage continued his hot Berks
Legion League Tournament tear,

roki ree hi
13 stroking three hits
Westlawsn 1 runs — including
the game-ending
RBI smgle that gave Shillmgton al3-

' 1winners bracket semifinal win over

West Lawn halted in the bottom of
the seventh by the 12-run rule.

"1 'Second seed Shillington (26-5) ad- '
vances to tonight’s winners bracket .

final, set for Bear Stadium at 7,

against the winner of this morxung’s
Boyertown-Exeter game. Third seed
¢ West Lawn (30-9) meets the winner of
this mommg‘s Fleetwood-Gregg Post
game in an elimination contest at
noon at Bear Stadium, ' *

“The whole team’s turned it up a
notch lately,” said Savage, who had a
" homer and four RBIs in a 14-1 first—
round win over B:rdsboro, iR

LShlllmgton Jumped on top early,’

_ scoring three runs in'the first when

Savage laced a two-run doubleto !

' nght—center and scored when win~

_ning pltcher Zach Lutz reacheq on’

‘anerror.
: “I’ll tell you what id Shlllmgton

coach Steve Murray sa:d “Steve’s
‘and’ reached base aIl four tlmes for

been hitting the ball like that all
year. He’s been on aroll, and he’s fun
to watch up there.” * '

Then the Red Sox tacked on four

i and driving in four

more runs — aIl unearned —in the

second, when West Lawn’ comm:tted

two errors. - W
‘Jason Zeigler had an RBI smgle,

s Lutz had an RBI double and Ryan
. Gerber bloopéd a two-run single

down the nghbﬁeld line to make it 7-
0. iyl Vet hnds

West Lawn ﬁnallygot on the board

.on Andy Ernesto’s ﬁﬂ:h—mmug RBI

single, and had a runner on first with
one out i m the top of the sixth when
the game was halted by lightning, .
The l;ghtmug was followed by a
heavy downpour for approximately a
half-hour, resulting i ina two-hour
rain delay. l
Shillington’s Rob Beckey wound
up relieving Lutz, and got Ben Reifs-
nyder to ground hard into a force
that wound up being a double play

'-.when Reifsnyder tried to take sec-
‘ond after an errant pivot throw and
. was nailed in a rundown. -

“We were a little fortunate to get
that double play,” Murray said. “It
(the pitching change) wound up
working out for us.”

Rick Ziska, who had retlred 10in a
row before the delay, got the first out
before the Red Sox struck for three

more runs. Aaron Bertoldi scored on:
“Zeigler’s fielder’s choice grounder

and Savage and Lutz each singled i in
runs to make it 10-1.
In the seventh, Jake Grauel's two-

" run single set the stage for Savage,

who capped his mght by ropmg a sm-

} gle toleft-center, '
" Bertoldi went 3-f0n-4 and Grauel .
! and Zeigler scored three runs'in a 15-
“hit attack attack for the Red Sox:
'Lutz (6-1) scattered seven hits and
- struck out two it

Leadoff man Ziska went 3 for-3

the Owls,’

W Contact Darryl Grumllng at 619—3?15072 or
dgrumling@readingeagle.com, 3

____..—u——-—__

w:s’f’ late bo:score

SHILLINGTON
Ehrhh] " abr hbi
Ziskap . 3.0 3 0Bertoldicfd 33 0
Hettingerp 0 0 0 OGrauelc 53 2 2
Bamett2b 3 0 0 O Zeigler3b 4 3 1 2
Emestocf 3 0 1 1 Savagerf 5 1 3 4
Blackbume3 0 1 Olutzp 41 2 2
Millerlb 20 0 OGerberih 4 0 1 2
Williams3b3 0 0:OPickss 3 01 0
It3 00 0Calgmslfd 110

] 7 pRam 2 99 8

Ngunas ss p
Totals 26191 7131512
West Lawn.......000 010 0—1 03
Shillm@m ...... 30 003 3—13 150
* E: Langumas, Barett, Geosits. DP: Shilling-
fon 2, LO| :%stlawn?.smlrf n7, 28:
age, Lutz, Grauel, $B: Ziska. S: Bamelt, Ziska,
- IP H R ER BB SO
Ziska L, 4-1 6 10105 3 3
ghﬁ:;%ms;: 53300
Lutz W, 61 47 1L r o2

Unmpi M'katg; 203#200 i (R)

impires: Mi an, ummings, Bon
e




Confident Keys
eliminate Owls

Gregg Post gets strong pitching from Edwin Tavarez
and a timely hit from Wander Ramlrez to defeat West

Lawn.

By I)an'yl Grumling
Reading Eagle ¥ 3
Edwin Tavarez and Wander
Ramirez aren’t

Gregg related, but the
—-E—f- Grege ' 'Post
West La"“»' teammates con-

St s s sider td ‘them-
selves brothers on the baséball
d@mond At e Uno 5w

Each came to Reading vig
the Domincan Republic over
the past two years,-and both are
skillful middle mfleluers for
the Keys.® =« 7o

Saturday aftemoon at Boyer-
town’s Bear Stadium, Tavarez
and Ramirez teamed up to help
Gregg Post defeat West Lawn 5-
1 in a Berks Legion League
playoff’tournament eliminaﬁon
F=£:1 10 LR LT S IR PR T VRPN A

Tavarez, nomally the short-
stop, took the mound and threw
a complete, game. Ramirez
went 4-for-5 and delivered the
go-ahead, two-run double i in a
five-run elghth as the fourth-
seeded Keys (16-9) avenged two
regular season losses to the
third-seeded Owls (30-10). .

After going 14 years without
a playoff victory, Gregg Post —
which defeated Fleetwood 9-1
earlier Saturday at George
Field in the conclusion of Fri-
day’s suspended game —
notched two of them ina mat‘uer
of hours.

“The curse is over,” joked
veteran Keys coach Charlle
Flannery. '

‘Against Owls 'lefty Marc
Hampson, though, the Keys

seemed snake bitten most of o Seoredithe lone Fiih for

the first seven innings.

They saw a hit-and-run at-?
tempt turn into an inning-end-.
ing double-play lineout in the
third, then strung together’

three straight hits in the fourth

but couldn’t get a runner to sec- .

ond. Two runners got picked off
and the other got nailed trying
to stretch a single into a double.
And in the seventh, Gregg Post
loaded the bases with one out

and still couldn’t push a Tun
across. -

West Lawn wasn’t havmg
much luck either. The Owls had
a runner thrown out at the
plate in the fifth and stranded
runners on second and third
with one out in the seventh.

“You just had that feelmg
that whoever scored first was
going to have'a good opportum
ty to open the floodgates,” Owls
coach Tony Matz ITI said.

That wound up being the
Keys in the eighth, which start-
ed when Tim Swavely and Tyler
Pennepacker hit back-to-back,
one-out singles, Ramirez then
smoked a drive to deep left-
center that barely glanced off
the top of center fielder Andy
Ernesto’s glove to ﬁnally break
the scoreless deadlock. , ]

Ra.tmrez scored on a two-out
throwing error 'when Kris Fana
reachéd on a third strike in the
dirt, and Cralg Lavigna made
West Lawn pay for the mistake
by launching a two-run homer
off the light pole beyond the
left-field fence.

Swavely and Pennepacker
each went 3-for-5 and Lavigna
was 2-for-3 in a 14-hit attack for
the Keys, who have won 10-of 13
since a 6-6 start. -

. “Barlier in the season we
didn’t play hard,” said Tavarez
(4-0), who struck out seven and

“. scattered nine hits. “But we re-

grouped and now we’re more
like a family.”
' Jensil Langumas went 3-for4

West Lawn on Matt Mxllers
eighth-inning single.”

“Beating Fleetwood gave
them confidence,” Flannery
said. “It made believers out of
them, and they also felt they
owed West Lawn 'somethmg
They really wanted to win this
one. = :

] Contact Darryl Grumling at 610-371
5072 or dgrumling@readingeagle.com.

~$;§rl;zz\“0
West La

GREGGPUST :
~abr h bl abr hbi |
Whiteley3b5 0 0 0 Ziskalb 4 0 1 0.
el 51 3 0 Lnmacsd 1 8 0
n | ngms s

Ramirezss 5 1 4 2 Blackbmed 0 2 0
Tavarezp 4 0 1 OMilerlb 4 0 1 1
Fanacf 3 1 0 OGeositsri 4 01 0
Lavignalb 3 1 2 2 Refsnydrif4 0 1 0
Lujgade 3 0 0 OWillims3b2 0 0 O
Gehretef 4 0 1 OHampsnp2 0 0 O
Totals 375144 191
Gregg Post......000 - 000 050—5141
West 000 000 010—1 92

E Swawiy Hampsnn Blackburn, DP; Gregg
Past 1, West Lawn 1. LOB: Gregg Post 9, West
Lawn 7, 2B: Ramirez. HR: Lavigna, SB: Ramirez,
Luigard, S: Hampson, Tavarez, Fana, Williams.

P H R ER B8 SO

L9 9l 1 17
HampsonL41 9 1“5 272 72
WP: Hampsan, Tavarez T: 1:50. A: 253,

|
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Legion season a late letdown for Berks’ best

The Berks Legion season had its share of great
moments, especially from champion Boyertown. But
the postseason proved disappointing to league

powers.

By Darryl Grumling
Reading Eagle
It was a summer that began
with great promise for the
Berks Legion League, but one
that ended all too soon for the

. league’s pow-
Berks Legion .

wrap-up . For the

first time in 13
years, only one team — champi-
on Boyertown — advanced to
the Region 2 Tournament.

And despite taking a gaudy
48-4 record into the state tour-
nament, the Bears failed to win
a state title or play their way in-
to national regionals for the
seventh straight year.

Here’s a look back at the
Berks Legion season, by the
numbers:

1: Player on Boyertown’s 18-
man roster not eligible to re-
turn next year: 19-year-old
shortstop Jon Kalejta.

2: Berks players to advance
to the Pennsylvania East-West
all-star game: Boyertown’s duo
of Ryan Arcadia and Kurt
Houck. Arcadia went 2-for-2
with four stolen bases and was
named game MVP, and Houck
picked up the win in relief.

2: Three-homer games by
Shillington’s Steve Savage,
who accomplished the feat in
a 13-4 victory over Hamburg
and in a 13-7 victory over
Hamilton, N.J.

3: Triples hit by Boyertown's

Matt Cotellese in a 15-3 victory
over West Lawn, Cotellese went
4-for-5 with four runs and six
RBISs. _

5: Times Boyertown and
Shillington played each other
this season, with the Bears win-
ning four of the games; The
Bears and Red Sox have met 11
times over the past two seasons
— and 44 times over the past 11
years. Five of those meetings
have been for the Berks cham-
pionship. '

8: RBIs by Birdsboro’s Jay
Richter in a 19-11 Berks playoff
victory over Hamburg. Richter
went 5-for-6 with three homers
and four runs scored.

9: RBIs by Exeter’s Tommy
Rivas in a' 17-1 rout of Conrad
Weiser. Rivas also homered
three times, scored five runs
and picked up the win.

Shillington's Zach Lutz also
drove in nine runs in a 22-2 win
over Exeter. Lutz was 3-for-3
with a grand slam and four
runs. | ' ‘

12: Franchise-record amount
of victories for Fleetwood,
which defeated Muhlenberg
and Kutztown in a special play-
off to earn its first trip to the
Berks playoffs.

14: Years Gregg Post went be-
tween playoff victories before a
9-1 Berks tournament elimina-
tion win over Fleetwood. The
Keys then eliminated West
Lawn and were within three

Final standings
Eastern Division

League Overall
dxbr-Boyertown 220 = 496

x-Shillington 193 287
x-Exeter 148 27-16
x-Birdsboro 1210 1514
x-Fleetwood 1012 | 1215
Kutztown 1012 1015
Oley 814 1147
Topton 517 5.17
Western Division

dx-West Lawn 184 3010
xGregg Post 148 1610
xHamburg 12-10 1412
Muhlenberg 1012 1216
Reading 814 .814
Schuylkill Valley 616 6-18
Wyomissing 517 517

Conrad Weiser 319 4.22
x: playoff qualifier

d: division champion

b: Berks champlon

r Regign 2 champion

outs of eliminating Boyertown
before the Bears rallied for a 7-
6 victory. ]

15; Strikeouts by Shilling-
ton’s Jason Zeigler'in a 64 vic-
tory over Gregg Post.

16: Strikeouts by Gregg Post’s
Art Gehret over 10 innings in
the Keys' 54, 11-inning win over
Oley.

16: Record number of Re-
gion 2 titles won by Boyertown,
which defeated The Birches 5-1
in this year’s final at Pottsville.
The Bears outscored their op-
position 52-9 in five games.

18: Strikeouts for Topton’s
T.J. Chrusch in a 7-0 victory
over Wyomissing, -

18: Consecutive victories to
open the season for West Lawn,
which wound up going 184 to

Readmng Eagle:Diane Staskowsid

Boyertown will only lose one player off this year's championship team, shortstop Jon Kalejta, shown
here turning a double play against Shillington. ‘

win the Western Division
crown. But a rash of injuries at
midseason depleted the Owls’
lineup and pitching depth, and
they wound up going 12-10 in
their final 22 games and were
eliminated in three games in
the Berks playoffs.

26: Number of Berks cham-
plonships for Boyertown after
this year’s 4-3 title-game victo-
ry over Shillington at Bear
Stadium: The Red Sox tied it

at 3-3 with two runs in the top
of the eighth, but Boyertown’s
Adam Tsakonas drew a walk,
stole second and scored the
go-ahead run on two passed
balls. Reliever Kurt Houck re-
tired all five batters he faced,
including the final four by
strikeout.

44-20: Interdivision record
of Eastern Division teams
against the Western Division
teams.

.509: Overall batting average
of West Lawn catcher Joe
Blackburn (59-for-116), who also
had 15 doubles, seven triples
and four homers for an .845
slugging percentage.

722: Aggregate all-time win-
ning percentage for Berks
teams in the Region 2 Tourna-
ment (a 171-66 record), led by
Boyertown’s .828 (82-17).

| Contact Darryl Grumling at 610-371-
5072 or dgrumling@readingeagle.com.
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Berks Legion all-star team

The 2003 AllBerks Legion team, as.selected by the league
coaches: ; AR N e
Ryan Arcadia,

Arcadia, a speedy 17-year-old third baseman, was a spark at the i
plate'and on the bases for. the' Bears..He hit .461, scored 33- b

1 - runs and stole 193‘35&_’5 j\_ﬂ}lfe_;alsq'_ solidifying the infield:
Brewer, Birdsboro -~ /7 ¢ LL T
%e -19yea’r’-old first baseman — last year's league MVP — had
three homers, 11 doubles and three triples while driving in a
team-high 27 RBIs and scoring a teamhigh 28 runs for the Or-
oles. ol . .
Joe Blackburn, West Lawn ‘ )
Penn State-buuﬁd Blackburn, an 18vear-old catcher, hit .554
and slugged 969 for the Owls. He had four homers, 11 dou-
bles, two triples, 35 runs and 35 RBIs. Y
Matt Coteliese, Boyertown

The 17-year-old Cotellese went on several tears this summer, "

hitting .494 with six homers, four triples, seven doubles and 47-
RBI?.g He also scored 35 runs, stole 19 bases, slugged .922
and displayed a strong arm in right field. * = 2

'~ Brian Ernst, Boyertown ; .

* Ernst, an 18-year-old switch-hitter, batted .452 with three :
homers, nine gouhles.' 17 stolen bases, 35 runs and 34 RBIs

out of the cleanup hole for-the Bears.:In the Region 2 Tourna-

' Jack Hemmig Team swm Award EX

|
_l[
E

Jason Zelgler
Shillington

Berks Legion League awards .. . -
Most Valuable Player: Jason Zeigler, Shilington, '
Most Valuable Pitcher: Ryan Gerber, Shilington.
League batting title: Joe Blackburn, West Lawn. etke

Joe Blackb
West Lawn
. | e

Ryan Gerber
Shillington

ment, the Penn State bound cente fieder hit /444 with eight
RBIs and nine run to lead the Bears to their record .}Gﬂislate |

i o

L U S

regional itle, © 5
Kris Fana, Gregg Post : :
Fana, a 17-year-old center fielder, hit .423 with nine doubles and

20 RBIs for the Keys, who eamed their first playoff victory in 14

 seasons, His RBI sigle in the bottom of the 11th was the game-
winner in a'’54 vi overOley.

Ryan Gerber, Shillington : A
. /Gerber, an 18yeariold right-hander, went 4-1 with.one save, 69-
strikeouts and 1.34 ERA'in 40 innings in his fourth and final sea-
“sonfor the Red Sox. He also hit .333, .. e e S R
Jon Kalejta, Boyertown ** -~ = Tk Rt
Kalejta, the Bears' lonie finalyear player, had a stellar defensive
season at-shortsto&ﬂe also hit .407 with seven doubles, 12
stolen bases and 34 runs to. help the Bears claim their 26th
Berks titie.: , 1L s i N
Zach Lutz, Shillington | % 3 8 R
~The'17-year-old Lutziwas a force at the plate, on the mound and
at third base for the Red Sox. He hit .471 with five homers, 11
doubles, 25 runs and 41.RBls, driving in nine runs in a victory
over Exeter. The righthander also was 5-1 with 2 0,20 ERA over '
41 innings. . e s g SCyETir -
Eric Miksitz, Oley"'' ' - el oge SE
Miksitz, a lefty-swinging outfielder, hit .383 with five homers, ,
eight doubles and 21 runs for the Lynx. The finalyear player a-

- Sox. The'1

so was 1-3 with two saves and 3.66 ERA over a team-high
492/3 innings. CALR o N AT
Tyler Pennepacker, Grett Post PR e .
Pennepacker, the Keys' 18-year-old ace righty, posted a 6-2
record with 71 strikeouts over 62 innings: He struck out seven'in ..
six innings of two-hit ball in a 9-1 victory.over Fleetwood that
snapped Gregg Post's 12.game, 14-year playoff victory drought,

. Pennepacker also hit .329 with two homers.and 20 RBs.. .+

Stave Savage, Shillington AT
Savage batted .48 with six homers and 45 RBIs for the Red
Byearold, switchitting right fielder had four triples
and 10 doubles for a .937 slugging percentage and scored 36
runs, He had two three-homer games, .+ |

Aaron Warchal, Exeter .~ - '

~ © Warchal, a finalyear player, batted .451 wrth twa'homers. a
.. teamthigh 28 RBIs and 25 runs and was also a strong defensive

Ppresence at shortstop for the Blue Jays. Ina 133 victory over
playoff qualifier Fleetwood, he went 44or6 with five RBIs,
Jason Zeigler, Shillington S ks

The versatile Zeigler hit .420 with two homers; 25 RBIs and 40

: : runs for the Red Sox. Defensively, the 18vear-old played sever-
“al positions, most notably second base. The righthander also
iposted a 50-record with a 2.23 ERA and 46 ‘strikeouts in 32

2/3 innings, including a 15-strikeout game against Gregg Post,”

7

ﬁnission

Iailo g snint

. West Lawn’s Rick Ziska was omitted from the 2003

All-Berks Legion team

, Selected by'the league coaches,

in Wednesday’s edition of the Reading Eagle:

Rick Ziska, West Lawn_

A17yearold leadoff hitter and second baseman, Ziska batted
429, stole‘eig!yt bases and scored 27 runs for the Owls. He al-
| soprtchedmmmawrecorﬁandonesaveoueral innings.




West Lawn Owls
2003 League Hitting Stats

Name G AB R H HBI 2B 38 HR S50 BB SAC SB AVG
Joe Blackburn 21 65 35 36 35 11 2 4 5 19 4 5 0.554
Ryan Brobst 8 19 3 9 2 3 0 0 6 5 0 0 0.474
Matt Miller 22 64 19 28 28 6 1 2 5 11 5 1 0.437
Rick Ziska 18 70 27 30 15 3 0 0 3 17 4 8 0.429
Zack Williams 22 72 21 27 19 3 0 0 5 16 2 0 0.375
Andy Ernesto 22 81 29 30 13 5 0 1 7 15 6 11 0.370
JensilLangumas 17 54 13 20 14 4 1 1 6 4 1 3 0.370
Jake Shipe 15 26 5§ 9 5 2 0 0 1 2 1 0 0.360
Drew Barnett 22 52 14 18 10 2 1 0 6 10 5 0 0.346
Ben Reifsnyder 22 82 28 28 16 5§ 1 1 8 10 3 4 0.341
Tyler Aaron 1 9 1 3 1 0 0 0 o 2 0 0 0.333
James Geosits 21 69 17 22 11 7 0 0 1 7 2 4 0.319
Jim Shipe 6 22 8 7 6 1 1 0 5 2 1 4 0.318
Ben Walter 7 13 6 4 3 2 0 0 1 2 1 0 0.308
Matt Bainbridge 2 3 7 11 3 1 0 0 5 7 2 2 0.282
Scott Hettinger 12 12 3 3 3 0 0 0 2 2 2 1 0.250
Marc Hampson 12 11 1 2 2 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0.182
Team 22 759 237 287 186 55 7 8 67 132 40 43 0.378



West Lawn Owls
2003 League Pitching Stats

Name G W L S Stats Comp INN Runs ER AB H SO BB HP ERA
Andy Ernesto 1 0 0 O 0 0 2 0 0o 8 2 3 0 o0 0.00
Ben Reifsnyder 7 4 3 0 7 3 481 26 25 206 62 27 23 2 4.66
Ben Walter 3 2 o0 o0 2 1 16 3 2 62 12 10 2 1 1.09
Jake Shipe 1 0 0 O 0 0 1 0 o 383 0 1 o0 o0 0.00
James Geosits 4 0 0 O 0 0 61 4 4 2 7 1 2 o0 569
JensilLangumas 5 1 0 2 1 0 62 2 2 22 3 4 6 0 270
Marc Hampson 6 2 0 0 2 0 232 M 8 106 34 10 6 2 3.04
Rick Ziska 6 4 0 1 4 2 3 16 15 119 38 19 5 2 429
Ryan Brobst 6 5 1 0 6 2 36 16 15 146 35 25 11 1 3.70
Scott Hettinger 3 0 0 o 0 0 4 1 1 17 § 1 3 0 225
Team 22 18 4 3 22 8 175 789 72 717 193 101 58 8 3.69



West Lawn Owils
2003 Overall Hitting Stats

Name G AB R H RBI 38 HR SO BB SAC SB AVG
Joe Blackburn 38 116 44 59 51 7 4 8 24 4 6 0.509
Rick Ziska 35 127 38 50 283 6 0 0 6 24 7 12 0.394
Matt Miller 39 M3 22 43 3 10 1 2 13 13 5 1 0.381
Andy Ernesto 39 134 46 49 22 8 1 1 8 26 8 17 0.366
Ryan Brobst 16 28 6 10 3 3 0 0O 10 8 3 1 0.357
Jensil Langumas 32 87 18 30 17 5 1 1 9 8 1 7 0.345
James Geosits 37 118 26 40 18 10 1 0 8 8 5 5 0.339
Drew Barnett 38 86 19 29 13 2 1 0 8 20 7 0 0.337
Zack Williams 39 115 29 38 23 3 0 0 11 28 4 1 0.330
Jake Shipe 28 48 13 15 8 4 0 0 2 4 1 1 0.312
Ben Walter 183 24 9 7 3 3 0 0 1 5 1 0 0.292
Ben Reifsnyder 40 127 39 37 25 7 1 2 15 19 4 10 0.281
Jim Shipe 12 40 14 11 9 1 2 0 7 5 1 4 0.275
Tyler Aaron 20 20 4 5 4 1 0 0 1 8 0 1 0.250
Matt Bainbridge 34 § 8 13 5 1 0 o 11 10 2 4 0.228
Scott Hettinger 23 34 5 7 9 1 0 0 6 5 2 1 0.206
Marc Hampson 21 21 3 4 2 0 0 0 6 4 4 0 0.190
Kevin Owies 6 6 2 1 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0.167
Team 40 1301 345 448 270 80 15 10 132 221 589 7 0.344



West Lawn Owls
2003 Overall Pitching Stats

Name G W L S Stats Comp INN Runs ER AB H BB HP ERA
Andy Ernesto 3 0 T 0 0 o 4.2 5 3 25 @9 0 1 579
Ben Reifsnyder 10 & 3 o 10 3 622 33 31 272 85 28 2 445
Ben Walter 6 4 0 0 4 1 31 7. 2 16 21 5 2 0.57
Jake Shipe 4 1 1 0 3 0 15 12 8 73 19 7 1 4.66
James Geosits 7 c 1 0 0 0 121 N 8 57 18 4 2 6.57
Jensil Langumas 10 1 0 4 1 0 142 7 6 55 12 9 o0 3.68
Jim Shipe 2 0 0 1 0 0 1.2 0 0 8 3 0 0 0.00
Kevin Owles 3 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 0 14 2 1 1 0.00
Marc Hampson 12 4 1 0 6 3 58 24 18 229 74 1" 3 3.03
Rick Ziska 10 4 1 2 6 2 442 29 26 174 47 " 3 524
Ryan Brobst 1 10 1 0 9 3 642 22 20 258 63 13 3 2.78
Scott Hettinger 8 0 1 0 1 0 13 16 15 69 25 7 6 10.03
Team 40 30 10 8 40 12 3211 166 138 1350 378 9% 24 3.87



